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come to them with some authority, and with the
magnificence of a god, and it always gave them an
awe and kind of reverence of his appearance j 2ndly,
it really so far prevailed with them, that we have a
great deal of reason to believe they did not always
know whether their intelligence was from above or
from below, and whether they were conversing with
God or with the Devil; if this is true, as I have no
reason to question, I have less reason to doubt that
he often deluded them to think the former. And
thus perhaps many false prophets in former times
came to the poor people, and began their predictions
with the usual preface, Thus saith the Lord; when
in justice they ought to have begun with, Thus
saith the Devil, as they might easily have seen
afterwards, by the consequence of it, and by the
nature of their prediction; for I believe that way it
is most easily discovered.

The discovery seems indeed to be directed by
this very method, where the Scripture says, If a
prophet comes, shews signs and wonders^ and then
adds, Go serve other gods, his very doctrine proves
him to be an impostor, and on that very account he
is to be rejected: God's prophets will always teach
God's truths, a false prophet is easily known by his
teachings; the Devil may deceive for awhile, but
even the Devil himself cannot hold it long, the
cloven principle will appear, which I suppose the
fable of the cloven foot to be an emblem of, and no
more.

But to come back to the example of the magician
going into the desert; why, the very place was a
branch of that complication of fraud which consti-
tuted all the rest: the man went thither first
casually, fell asleep by the natural consequence of
his weariness, and under the palm-tree, as cus-
tomary, to preserve him by its shade; the rest was
all a cheat; the Pevil could as well have made him